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In 2013, KAMRA witnessed a great loss with the passing of its co-founder, Mrs. Barbara Jean 
Ayako Kirker. Born on May 7, 1939 in the then Territory of Hawaii, Barbara spent most of 
her life caring for others, and putting service above self as her cardinal living principle. She 
lived a fully accomplished life as a wife, a mother, and a philanthropist.  From being a Hula 
Dancer beginning at age 4, to being a renowned master chef, a master cake decorator, a 
seasoned gardener, a medical assistant in the forgotten corner of the world in Maine Soroa, a 
bookkeeper, paymaster and under-accountant for her husband’s medical offices, Barbara put 
a smile on the face of each and everyone who met her.  
 
In May of 2007, she and her husband Dr. 
William Kirker founded KAMRA, Kirker 
African  Medical Relief Association, with 
the immediate goals of assuring a 
regular supply of urgently needed 
expendable supplies, assuring a regular 
supply of critically needed medicines, 
obtaining additional equipment and 
supplies to support the work of U.S. 
doctors providing short-term specialist 
services, and obtaining funding for a 
newly created nutritional program for 
patients at the Kirker Hospital of Maine 
Soroa. Since then, KAMRA made its 
mission to dedicate itself to improving 
life in Africa through good health and 
education.  
 
The same year, in October Barbara started a primary school in Maine-Soroa all on her own. 
Crown of her glory, this school provides second chance to education for children who have 
been left out of the National school system. Her school takes girls and boys between the ages 
of 8 and 14 who have been left behind at an earlier age, but now want an education. The 
school, which the first year started in a grass hut, soon was a cement block building of many 
rooms with a permanent roof. It recently won Niger's award for being the best Second 
Chance School in the country. The school started a trend at the Ministry of Education and the 
Education Minister actually started a department of Second Chance schools in Niger because 
of Barbara. Her school is now officially recognized and given support from the United 
Nations, UNICEF branch.  
 
In 2007 the King of the Kanuri people in Maine-Soroa, Katiella Katiellou Katiella Gasso 
officially adopted Barbara into his family and she became a Princess of the Village.  
In 2010 Barbara was decorated by the President of Niger, Tandja Mamadou for her services 
to Niger with the Order of the Golden Palm, Niger's highest health honor and medal.   
In 2012 Barbara was named One of Africa's Most Influential Women, by the Coca Cola 
Corporation's Africa Diaspora group. Others so honored at the time were the renowned TV 
personality, Ms. Oprah Winfrey; the President of Liberia, Her Excellency Sirleaf Johnson; 
and 15 other women.  
 
Barbara died peacefully from a cancer on October 31, 2013, at The Memorial Sloan Kettering 
Cancer Center in New York City. She leaves behind her husband, William; her son, William 
Jr.; a brother, Loren MK Nelson and his wife, Linda, and their children of Lansing Michigan, 
as well as Bill's sister, Mary Hood of New Hampshire and her husband, William Connolly. 
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